
  

 

�

 
 

 
 

� �
�
 

“That’s Life” July 1993  
 
In 1993 series of letters were published in the Dorset Echo about mysterious blobs seen in 
the streets. This was initiated and kept going by Hardy’s Hashers writing under assumed 
names, such as Mr Inon, and the story ran for several issues.  
 
The letter below left started it off in January 1993 and clearly referred to dropped chewing 
gum. However, I decided to give the story a twist with the letter below right. 
 

  
 



  

   
 
Above left - a letter from Pathfinder; a hasher who no longer runs with us.  
Above right - ABO responded as Mr A. Inon! 
 

 
 
David Kingston is not a hasher - in fact he really is a world expert on Crop Circles and 
UFOs. We were amazed to draw in and dupe such a personality. How much longer would 
this joke last and who else would be drawn in? 
 



  

 
 

Kipper wrote the letter above left from Aberdeen whilst on a work visit and Ken (Rosie) 
Houston threw in his contribution - brilliant fun! 
 

 
By mid-February the joke was six weeks old and Hardy’s Hashers were getting bored. 
However, these two semi-serious letters showed that we had been good at the hoax. 
 



  

These letters were picked up by the team from BBC TV’s ‘That’s Life’ and Esther Rantzen 
sent a reporter down to film a feature. 
 
BOF and Lagerlout were interviewed as well as Claire Cross - then a Hardy Hasher but 
now working in California. Also interviewed was Ken (Rosie) Houston but his contribution 
was not transmitted. 
 
BOF has a copy of this video and it can be seen by asking him. 
 

 
 

The team knew that the blobs were Hashing marks but wanted everyone to play it as a 
spoof with a straight face. 
 
BOF and Lagerlout were interviewed for about 30 minutes on Weymouth Harbourside - 
and they both spoke with authority and purpose on any drivel that came to mind.  
 
Unfortunately, all Lagerlout’s spoken contributions were cut out in the transmission but she 
played a valuable role in nodding seriously - and wearing a Hardy’s Hash T-shirt so that 
hashers watching the programme would get the joke. 
 
This is a transcript of the interview: 
 
BOF “These blobs have been seen in Weymouth for about five years now 

but for the past two years they have been particularly intensive. So, 
we decided to set up the Wessex Blob Research Group to investigate. 
We have found some interesting things about them. If you go out and 
look for blobs and plot their distribution on a map, by and large they 
follow straight lines across the countryside and these seem to follow 
quite well the ‘ley lines’ which are the lines of mystical energy. 

 
Interviewer “Ah! So we are talking about something beyond human beings?” 
 
BOF “Yes! I believe that’s the case. My other interest is UFOs - in fact I 

travel around the country giving talks about UFOs. One thing that is 



  

known about UFOs is that they are often seen travelling along these 
same ‘ley lines’. I think the blobs have something to do with UFOs. 

 
Along with other experts, the BBC TV team interviewed Claire Cross whose piece was 
brilliant. This is a transcript of her contribution. 
 

 
 

“I was writing a piece for the local paper on incontinence and I was thinking it 
would be great to have a big meaty problem to get my teeth into. Then I saw 
the letters in the paper about these blobs. I went out with a camera and got 
some pictures.” 

 
Claire showed pictures of the infamous ‘blobs’ - which she had taken earlier in the year on 
a hash. These pictures showed a white circle with a blob at the centre.  
 

 
 
All very scary...  

 


